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the nation, to its great advantage will supersede the necessity of martial 
legislators to increase the interests of the army and navy; while their ab- 
sence from the halls of legislation will be found beneficial to the country, 
and will hasten the completion of that prophecy which is to be fulfilled, 
'Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more.' ; ' 

How far these reasons are applicable just now to ourselves, we leave 
every reader to judge ; it is ours to state and enforce correct principles, 
and then leave men to their own responsibility before God for a right ap- 
plication of them. How pertinent these reasons are to Great Britain, will 
be seen in the fact, stated by one of her ablest men, that in 1845, there 
were "in the House of Commons two admirals, one general, one lieuten- 
ant-general, 7 major generals, 22 colonels, 32 lieutenant- colonels, 7 ma- 
jors, 67 captains, 12 lieutenants, and 2 cornets, making a total of 152 naval 
and military officers," in one branch of the British Legislature, while in 
the other there is a still more decisive and overwhelming preponderance 
of war influences. In the whole kingdom there "are scarcely half a 
dozen aristocratic families, some members of which have not an interest 
in keeping up the war system. For example, some field-officers receive 
more than $30,000 each per annum ; 198 unattached general officers re- 
ceive $935,000," or an average of more than $4,700 each; "369 other gen- 
eral officers receive $320,000, and 440 half-pay officers, $2,285,000, while 
543 officers receive in pensions $360,000;" in all nearly $4,000,000 a 
year, besides some 100,000 pensioners, more than nine-tenths of whom 
are bantlings of war, its privileged, or worn out and cast off servants. 
What an array of hereditary, stereotyped, well-nigh incorrigible influences 
to sustain and perpetuate the war system! Such is the result to which 
■we are fast tending, and shall in time come, unless we arrest very soon 
the war-spirit of our people. 

As to the presidential nominations of the two leading parties among us, 
they both cater pretty much alike to the supposed war-spirit of the people. 
One party takes for its candidate the chief leader of our armies for the 
first year in Mexico ; and the other selects two generals, one the com- 
mander-in-chief of our forces at the close of the same war, and the other 
of all men the most inclined and most likely, should he be chosen our 
next president, to plunge us into wars compared with which our conflict 
with Mexico has been the merest children's play. Alas ! are we never to 
be cured of this blind, brutal passion for war? 



A WARNING TO POLITICIANS: 

OR STATESMEN SUPERCEDED ET SUCCESSFUL WARRIORS. 

The North American Review, a quarterly independent of party politics, 
reads a bitter lesson to ambitious politicians in the following strain : — 

" Perhaps the lesson which the history of Liberty in the Old World 
proclaims from all its pages, and which is repealed again and again in the 
New, will at last be received. When politicians bring on war, they must 
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pay the penalty. In republics, if civilians wish to retain their just influ- 
ence as statesmen, they must preserve peace. War always has given, and 
always will give, in our own and in every free country, ascendency to 
military reputation. Snatching the prizes of political ambition from the 
politician, it will carry the successful General to his seats of power. In 
some respects it is well that il should be so. If party leaders could se- 
cure the popularity and patronage that belong to war, and still divide 
among themselves the spoils of office, and arrange the order of their suc- 
cession to the government of the country, we might reasonably consider 
the prospect of peace, prosperity and freedom, darkened over. Elsewhere, 
the sword drawn for liberty has turned against it. Here, the lesson is re- 
peated in another form. War inflicts a mortal blow, not upon the liberty 
of the people, we trust, hut upon the political party that makes it. Some 
of the politicians who pushed this country into the war of 1812, still live 
to brood over the fact, that that war raised up military chieftains who 
clutched from their grasp the Presidential crown, which otherwise would 
have encircled their brows in sure succession. It is a most instructive 
circumstance in our history, that when James Madison, then at the head 
of the government, manifested a reluctance to favor a declaration of war 
with England, a committee of three was despatched from a republican 
caucus to communicate to him the determination of that party to insist 
upon the measure. The experienced wisdom of that great statesman was 
overruled, and constrained by the short-sighted zeal of less wary politi- 
cians. Of that caucus Henry Clay and John C. Calhoun were the master 
spirits, an I of that committee they were members. Although quite young- 
men, they had, by their genius and elocpience, even then acquired the 
greatest degree of popularity that can he attained in the sphere of states- 
manship. The whole nation was waiting, with admiring eagerness, to 
confer upon them, one after the other, its highest honor. They had their 
way, and war was declared. When the revolutionary series of Presidents 
was brought to a close, on the retirement of James Munroe, Gen. Jackson, 
the hero of New Orleans, took from Mr. Clay so many of the electoral 
votes of the West, and from Mr. Calhoun so many of the votes of the 
South and Middle States, as to leave them both distanced in the race. 
The popularity of Jackson only yielded to that of General Harrison, the 
hero of Tippecanoe ; and a fresh crop of military chieftains has just been 
reared, to destroy, in all probability, the last chance of these veteran aspi- 
rants for the great prize. It is not the least of the eminent services they 
have rendered their country, that, in their baffled ambition, the distin- 
guished statesmen and truly great men whom we have named, teach to al! 
coming times the salutary lesson, that, if politicians will have war, they 
must step aside for ever from the path of honor, and relinquish the posts 
of power to overshadowing rivals, created by their own suicidal hands. 
It is not unlikely, as just intimated, that the lesson will be corroborated 
by the political results of the war in which the country is now involved. 
Let us hope that it may make a deep and durable impression upon that 
class of persons whom il so vitally concerns. When the leaders of par- 
ties become convinced, that in promoting wurlike measures and a military 
spirit, they are digging their ovvn graves, we confidently rely upon per- 
petual peace. 

Doubtless President Polk, when he violated his oath of office, and 
plunged our peaceful country into the cowardly War with the weak, 
priest-ridden Mexicans, without the authority of Congress, fully expected 
to reap great popularity, by frightening the Mexican government to cede 
a large portion of territory for the comparative paltry sum due to our citi- 
zens, and by it ensure his re-nomination by the Democratic convention ; 
but his wickedness in causing the death of 30,000 American citizens, and 
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more than double that number of Mexicans, men, women and children, 
and involving this country in a debt, probably of $150,000,000, has been 
justly punished, and his ambition crushed, by being set aside as not an 
available candidate, and General Taylor, the popular hero of his Mexican 
war, nominated, with a moral certainty of being elected to the Presidency; 
a man who, however well qualified, never would have been thought of for 
this high office, excep for the Mexican war. 

A long protracted war ever has ended, and ever will, in the destruction 
of a Republican form of government, and in the subversion of the liberties 
of the people. Such was the case of Republican Rome, and of France in 
1793; and, unless the hitter most carefully avoids war internally, and 
with all foreign nations, she cannot maintain her new attempt to form a 
Republic. War, in the very nature of it, is and must he despotism; and the 
will of the successful commander-in-chief must of necessity be the su- 
preme law during its existence." 



WAR ITEMS. 

After-scenes of Battle. — An officer in Mexico, writing to his wife 
In N. Y., said, " The sight of one battle-field cures one of a desire for 
military life. If he could see the literal piles of mangled corpses of the 
slain, some without heads, some without legs or arms, some with their 
bowels torn open, the ground strewn with the wounded, dead and dy- 
ing, he would be content with his lot. 

The most heart-sickening spectacle 1 ever beheld, was the Archepisco- 
pal Palace at Tacuhaya. converted into a hospital on 'the day of the battle 
of Molino del Rev. The floors of the spacious apartments were covered 
with wounded officers and men, to the extent of many hundreds, who 
were suffering horrid agonies, while the corps of surgeons were actively 
engaged in amputating limbs ; some of the victims screaming with agony, 
while others su.-tained themselves with heroic fortitude, I had occasion 
to go through the spacious building twice that day, and witnessed many 
operations. I saw the amputated limbs quivering with life, while the gut- 
ters of the court we >e filled with streams of human blood. It was heart- 
sickening, and enough to cure any man of a taste for war." 

What a Christian (!) Warrior deems a Beautiful Sight. — Gen. 
Jos. Lane, in his account of the attack upon Alixco, Oct. 18, 1847, says, 
"The column was pressed forward as rapidly as possible towards the 
town; but night hid already shut in, giving us, however, the advantage 
of a fine, moonlight. As we approached, several shots were fired at us, 
and, deeming it unsafe to risk a street fight in an unknown town at night, 
I ordered the artillery to be posted on a hill near the town and over- 
looking it, and open its fire. Now ensued one of the most beautiful sights 
conceivable!! Every gun was served with the utmost rapidity ; and the 
crash of the walls and the roofs of the houses, when struck by our shot and shell, 
was mingled with the roar of our artillery. The bright' light of the moon 
enabled us to direct our shots to the most thickly populated parts of the town. 
After firing three-quarters of an hour, and the firing from the town having 
ceased, I ordered Major Lally and Col. Brough to advance cautiously 
with their commands into the town. On entering, I was waited upon by 
the ayuntamiento, desiring that their town might be spared. The enemy 
state their own loss in this acion to be 21!) killed, and 300 wounded. On 
our part, we had one man killed, and one wounded." 
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